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DAY 2: EXISTENTIAL THREAT
Join us tomorrow evening, 7pm January 3, Chevy Chase Baptist Church, for official launch of Fast Forward with Cindy Jacobs & John Benefiel. Dutch Sheets will be ministering!
Welcome to our 2012 Valley of Vision Prayer Project. Yesterday we introduced the project, along with the USRPN Fast Forward campaign. Today begins our time of consecration and prayer. 
Throughout this project, we’ll explore prophetic perceptions for 2012 and beyond. Overall we are very excited about the prospects of this year. But we are also keenly aware of potential challenges. You will receive both blessings and warnings, hopefully in a way that empowers you to pray and advance the Kingdom. 
Lets begin with a warning. As noted yesterday, Isaiah 22 portrays a day hauntingly similar to our own. Are we like ancient Israel—partying and spending, ignoring God’s heart and word while pretending all is well—with judgment at our gates? Are we in the Valley of Vision? And if so… can anybody see? 
Valley of Vision, Valley of Decision
Isaiah refers to all of chapter 22 as “the oracle of the valley of vision.” Because Jerusalem is surrounded by hills, most commentators see the “valley of vision” as referring to this capital of Israel. God is dealing with many capitals this year! 

In a broader sense, the “valley of vision” is a “valley of decision” for a nation in crisis. Isaiah describes “a day of trouble, subjugation, perplexity… in the valley of vision.” Beloved, this is exactly where we find ourselves in 2012! 

Jerusalem is conveyed in this passage as a city full of noise--tumultuous and fearless, drunk and still partying. Her leaders are portrayed even worse—building monuments to themselves in their pride, robbing God’s people for their own gain, building and spending as a means of minimizing a growing national crisis. 
But they forgot God. A final call for repentance is issued—a day of fasting, weeping, and genuine humility before the Lord. Through repentance, He calls Israel to return to covenant with Him.

The leaders respond to this very clear warning by throwing a party—and slaughtering more sheep. They have no idea what they are about to face in the valley of vision, the valley of decision. My question is—do we?
Existential Threat 
Isaiah warns how, “Elam takes up the quiver, and Kir uncovers the shield.” Biblical Elam is the land now known as Iran. And Iran is portrayed as preparing to launch arrows at Israel! 

It’s no coincidence that in 2012, the greatest declared threat to both Israel and America comes from Iran. The modern version of an arrow is a missile. As I write, missile tests are being conducted in the Strait of Hormuz, within miles of US naval vessels. They are threatening to create a blockade to close this strait, through which at least 20% of the world’s oil passes. 

Iran is not only pursuing ballistic missile technology, but modern Elam is also relentlessly pursuing nuclear capabilities to arm their missiles. On January 1, Iran announced a major breakthrough in their nuclear development, having successfully produced their first nuclear fuel rod.
As it was in the days of Isaiah, so it is in this hour. Iran is taking up the quiver, preparing for war. Their progress represents an existential threat to humanity. Meanwhile, our nation and much of the world seem immobilized by perplexity! 
Ahmedinejad’s End-Time Theology
We may not believe that we’re living in the end-times. Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmedinejad, however, does. His plans to wipe Israel and America off the map are not motivated by mere economic gain or conquest. Instead, his motives are religious. As a follower of a radical Shiite sect, Ahmedinejad believes in a hidden Islamic messiah, referred to as “the 12th Imam.” 
To hasten the appearing of this “12th Imam,” Ahmedinejad believes he is called by Allah to bring destruction to both Israel and America. What does this mean for us? UN supervision has done nothing to curb the escalating progress of Iran’s nuclear program. Harsh economic sanctions have adversely affected the citizens of Iran, but have done little to defuse the determination of the “Twelvers” now in control of both the government and religious community. 

Detonating a nuclear device in Israel would inevitably slaughter not only Jews, but also a large portion of the Palestinian population as well as other Muslims living in the Holy Land. According to noted Joel Rosenberg, the deaths of these Muslims would be morally justified by the “Twelvers” by classifying them as martyrs.

Heeding the Warnings—And Responding
Ironically, the Palestinian group Hamas has aligned with Iran, receiving weapons and funding for subversive activities against Israel. Could the same weapons pipelines now funneling rockets from Iran be used to smuggle weapons of mass destruction? 

In America, could the drug pipelines through our porous borders be used for the same goal? News reports share that they have already been used to smuggle terrorists into our nation.

My greatest fear regarding Iran is not that the warnings have failed to be broadcast—or heeded. My greatest fear is twofold. First, the warnings have been sounded so long that many are now complacent about them. Second, our capacity to circumvent tragedy must not be relegated to homeland security alone. God must be our first priority in this or any crisis. “Unless the Lord guards the city, the watchmen labor in vain.” And as Isaiah 22 conveys, wherever the Lord of hosts is calling for repentance, fasting and prayer, WE MUST RESPOND!
Watchman Prayer—Valley of Vision
Father God, we begin 2012 by rededicating ourselves as watchmen on the walls. Give us eyes to perceive Your heart and direction in this Valley of Vision. Give us eye salve so we may truly see! Lord You declared we are made in Your image. Therefore just as Jesus has eyes of fire—enlighten the eyes of our spirit, fill our eyes with fire! (Ephesians 1:17).

Lord where we have gazed on that which is defiling or unholy, please forgive us. Cleanse our eyes, and cleanse our hearts. As we repent, remove the veils that the enemy gained legal access to blind us with. Give us eyes that see, and a heart that truly perceives and responds!

Lord we sanctify our eyes of our spirit and body to You. As Job declared, we make a covenant with our eyes, that we might not sin against You! (Job 31:1). We now receive “watchman eyes” to navigate through this Valley of Vision, in Jesus’ Name.

Lord, just as Isaiah 22 shows, Iran is now taking up the quiver. We do not know what to do—but our eyes are on You. We cry out for mercy for Israel, America, and any other nation being targeted by their arrows! Forgive America’s pride and complacency in responding to your calls for repentance and action. THANK YOU for the remnant who are actually awake and responding! Now stir up Your intercessory giftings in believers nationwide, starting with leadership. Give them eyes to see!

We lift up President Obama to you, Lord. Give him clear counsel from Your Throne. Touch his heart with what is touching Yours. Make him aware of areas needing true repentance and correction. Give him grace to respond. In Jesus’ Name!

In Your mercy, restrain the progress of the Iranian “Twelvers.” Break forth with a continual move of Holy Spirit awakening and revival that brings massive numbers of Iranians to their true Messiah, Jesus Christ! Give grace for leaders in Iran to respond, repent and turn. Bring a move of deliverance to the region. Set Your people free, in Jesus’ Name! 

Lord through these 21 days and beyond, we ask for Throne Room grace to respond! Set our course for 2012. Above all else, draw us closer to Jesus Christ. Sharpen our capabilities to see and respond. Increase our anointing to pray for our family, our nation, our spheres of authority. Empower our prayer language. Give us breakthrough!  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN! 
