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DAY 7: ESTHER VS JEZEBEL 

Due to some internet glitches, many of you didn’t receive yesterday’s posting on “Jezebel’s Joy.” So today we are resending Jolene’s posting with a few added insights.

Esther vs Jezebel: A Comparison 
Jolene and I just received a tremendous revelatory download in the midst of a recent conversation. We began to see how Jezebel is the antithesis of Esther. We’ll undoubtedly be sharing more in the days ahead, but here’s just a taste of what the Lord has shown us.

· Esther was an intercessor, Jezebel an accuser.

· Jezebel opened a gate of sabotage through her accusation, idolatry and witchcraft. Esther shut the gate of sabotage through a selfless act of intercession that saved her covenant people.

· Through ungodly alliance, Jezebel gained a platform as queen to defile God’s covenant people in His covenant land. As a queen in Babylon, Esther influenced an idolatry-filled land to literally see the salvation and faithfulness of the Lord.
· Jezebel’s witchcraft empowered the very embrace of idolatry that led God’s people into captivity in Babylon. Esther’s devotion to the Lord set the stage for that same people’s preservation and release from Babylonian captivity back into the Promised Land!

· Jezebel’s accusation murdered the steward of God’s covenant and allowed her to overtake his inheritance, his covenant land. Esther’s intercession overthrew Haman’s accusation and brought justice that preserved the stewards of God’s covenant and released them into their inheritance, their covenant land. 

Beloved we have seen too much of Jezebel’s emergence in the land. The great news is that Esthers are emerging as well! Lets believe God for His justice to prevail—for the jezebel influence to be subdued and negated, and for Esther’s influence to overcome. How we need this in the body of Christ, in every sphere of governance, in financial domains, in our world! That said, here’s Jolene’s word.
False Accusation: Jezebel’s Witchcraft
For the past year, the Lord has been giving downloads about disengaging from Jezebel’s table and returning to the Table of the Lord. Recently while I (Jolene) was away on a ministry trip in Vermont, the Lord began to speak to me about Jezebel's tactics of war.  He brought me to the story in I Kings 21, which details a demonic strategy involved in usurping Naboth in order to overtake his vineyard.  This clearly shows the enemy’s strategy to try and overtake our harvest fields.
As we shared before, targeted accusation is a primary way in which Jezebel exercises her witchcraft. The goal is to invalidate the integrity of righteous people in order to justify her own actions. One of the primary ways the end-time church overcomes Satan and releases God’s breakthrough is by disengaging from the accuser (Revelation 12). 

This Inheritance is Mine
This is how the story starts. 1 Kings 21:2--So Ahab spoke to Naboth saying , "Give me your vineyard that I may have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near, next to my house, and for it I will give you a vineyard better than it. Or if it seems good to you, I will give you it's worth in money."  
All seems rather harmless at first glance except for the fact that this vineyard is Naboth's inheritance from his fathers.  It is his generational inheritance and it is the fruit of the labors of the generations. His reply is "The Lord forbid that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to you!"  We should have the same resolve!
Cheerful Usurping
Ahab leaves sullen and downhearted and refuses to eat. Jezebel arrives on the scene and questions her husband why he is so depressed this day, and this is when she plans her little plot.  She commands her husband:
"You now exercise authority over Israel!  Arise, eat food, and let your heart be CHEERFUL; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."  

Jezebel takes great joy in conquering the territories of the Lord that are allotted to you and me as His inheritance.  It is her sole purpose and she delights to outwit us, and out-maneuver us.  She delights in plotting to violate our covenant boundaries. That is why we need to be alerted to her tactics and the way that she operates.  She is bloodthirsty and loves to operate in false authority.
Usurping Through Accusation
I find verse 8 extremely interesting because it mirrors Esther 8:8, but is done with false anointing.  
1 Kings 21:8-- And she wrote letters in Ahab's (the king's) name, sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters to the elders and the nobles who were dwelling in the city with Naboth.
“Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high honor among the people; and seat two men, scoundrels before him to bear witness against him, saying "You have blasphemed God and the king," Then take him out, stone him, that he may die.” 
In other words, Jezebel’s pretense was to honor Naboth.  But the real reason was to have false accusation presented against him before the elders and the nobles of the city. “I will use them to do my dirty work to then stone him to death.  Then it will be an easy task to take possession of his inheritance.  Mission accomplished, and none is the wiser of my schemes.”   
The basics of how Jezebel operates are this.  Joyfully pursue generational inheritances by first pretending to give honor to the owner of the inheritance (call, destiny, etc); follow this with false accusation planted in the hearts of elders and nobles; allow others to murder for you so her hands are clean and take possession of the vineyard. Mission accomplished!
Discernment Needed!
What the Lord highlighted to me most in this passage is the need for our discernment to rise. Not to be taken in by the schemes of the enemy.  Recognize the power of the tongue, and its uses to deceive.  Things aren't always as they seem on the outside. 
But the good news is that, just as Jezebel’s actions against Naboth catalyzed God’s judgment against her, so the enemy’s action in this hour is provoking the hand of the Lord to move. 

Jeremiah 9:8--"Their tongue is a deadly arrow; it speaks with deceit.  With his mouth each speaks cordially to his neighbor, but in his heart he sets a trap for him.

Psalm 55:21--The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in their heart; His words were softer than oil, Yet they were drawn swords.”

Prayer
Father God, we ask again that You keep us safe in Your tabernacle from the strife of tongues and the conspiracies of man. We humble ourselves before You, Lord, asking you to root out of us the Jezebel influences in our lives and generational lineage. Empower us to be an intercessor, not an accuser!
Bring justice and preservation to Your covenant people. God we ask that you overthrow the Jezebel influences now trying to steal Your harvest fields. Shut the gate of sabotage! Preserve and favor the stewards of Your covenant! Where the enemy has succeeded, we ask for a response of Your covenant justice, just as you moved in response to Naboth’s demise. Preserve Your inheritance, Lord! 
God we ask for our nation right now. That You shut the gate of sabotage in every sphere—governmental, economic, homeland security, and more. Preserve the inheritance of Your Naboths, Your faithful stewards. Let Your Esthers prevail over the Haman influence trying to abort Your covenant purposes. In Jesus’ name, Amen!
Parable of the Vine-growers (Mark 12:1-9)
And he began to speak to them in parables: “A MAN PLANTED A VINEYARD AND PUT A WALL AROUND IT, AND DUG A VAT UNDER THE WINE PRESS AND BUILT A TOWER, and rented it out to vine-growers and went on a journey.
At the harvest time, He sent a slave to the vine-growers, in order to receive some of the produce of the vineyard from the vine-growers. They took him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed.

Again, he sent them another slave, and they wounded him in the head, and treated him shamefully. And he sent another, and that one they killed; and so with many others, beating some and killing others.

He had one more to send, a beloved son; he sent him last of all to them, saying “They will respect my son.”

But those vine-growers said to one another, “this is the heir; come let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours!” They took him, and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 

What will the owner of the vineyard do?....”

Lamplighter Ministries mourns the passing of our dear friend and trustee, Rodge Ekenberg. A memorial fund has been set up in his name, on behalf of Sue and her family. We would be so grateful if you would consider a donation as a way of honoring his legacy. Please visit www.cornerstonefellowship.net for more information. 
