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DAY 4: A CALL FOR CITIES OF REFUGE (AMOS 9:11-9:13) 

Note: Lamplighter Ministries congratulates Scott Bradshaw, director of the Fredericksburg House of Prayer, and Sean Malone of CRI for yesterday’s prophetic roundtable on Cities of Refuge. Well done!
I dare you to read this through. 
Yesterday we introduced three significant prophetic perspectives, each with a built-in alarm calling us to awaken and respond wholeheartedly. 
Cindy Jacobs called us to fasting, cries of mercy and deliberate action to “balance out the scales of injustice” that could otherwise send America spiraling into another Great Depression. James Goll shared a warning dream from 1987 that in 2010 everything would change. Storms were on the horizon. He called us to stand in prayer for a move of awakening in the midst of the shaking.
Shelter from the Storm
And we shared a warning dream Jolene had received of a coming wave. The only “shelter from the storm” was a tabernacle. Today I want to pick up on this theme, and share recent revelations from the Lord related to preparing regions as cities of refuge. 
In a time of shaking, God wants to rescue and preserve His covenant people. Now--having served for 5 years as a contractor for FEMA/Homeland Security, I know there’s much more to establishing places of safety in times of national calamity than simply 24/7 prayer. Strategic planning incorporating emergency management and “Joseph storehouses” must be part of any legitimate efforts towards this end. But as you will see, the prophetic directives surrounding the restoration of the Tabernacle of David are actually a roadmap to becoming a city of refuge. 

Shift: From 9:11 to 9:13
As a ministry, our focus this year has been on “the Great Return.” The Holy Spirit spoke to us that “This third great awakening is a Great Return, where multitudes will disengage from Jezebel’s table and return to the Table of the Lord.” 

As part of this mandate, the Holy Spirit asked us last summer to governmentally declare a shift from Amos 9:11 to Amos 9:13. Amos 9:11 prophesies the restoration of the Tabernacle of David. “In that day I will raise up the fallen tabernacle of David and repair its breaches; I will also raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old” (Amos 9:11). 

Across the land and in many nations, God has been in process of restoring this expression of His heart in an intensive way. So many, ourselves included, are now working towards hosting God’s presence in 24/7 praise and intercession. I cannot emphasize enough—restoring the Tabernacle of David is so much more about cultivating a community than framing a building, or striving to attain a goal.
Prevailing over our Enemies
What I didn’t fully perceive is why the Lord was bringing forth this expression. Yes God is redirecting our hearts towards intimate fellowship with Jesus Christ. But there’s even more to the Tabernacle of David than the exhilaration of personal and corporate intimacy with Him.
“That they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are called by My name, declares the Lord who does this” (Amos 9:12). 

What purpose was on God’s heart here? Surprisingly, subduing the adversaries of God’s covenant people! Edom was the sworn enemy of the Jewish people. The Edomites and their friends would breach Israel’s borders at harvest time, and plunder both their harvest and their assets. 

Homeland Security
From the time the Ark of the Covenant was restored to Zion, and 24/7 worship and prayer emerged from the manifest presence of God, David never lost a battle. This great king would seek the Lord for battle strategies in the tent—and then emerge to utterly vanquish his enemies.

As the Tabernacle of David matures into a governmental expression in the earth, there will be a commensurate anointing released to subdue the enemies of God’s covenant people. 
How’s that for homeland security? You can imagine how the economic and cultural life of Israel began to expand as the borders of Israel became secure. 
Beloved, the expressions may be different, but this is exactly what God is offering in our day. Are you facing giants? As in David’s life, a stone and a slingshot may suffice for a season. But that’s nothing compared to the security afforded God’s covenant people through the spiritual undercurrents and overarching influence of the manifest presence of God!
Season of Perpetual Harvest
Further—as the expression of worship and prayer and community continues to mature, and heaven’s bowls become filled, an even greater expression of breakthrough is released. We enter into a season of perpetual harvest.

“Behold the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when the plowman will overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him how sows seed; when the mountains will drip sweet wine, and all the hills will be dissolved” (Amos 9:13).

Beloved, THIS IS THE GREAT RETURN! When the harvest is reaped and the lost come to Jesus Christ in multitudes, and the new wine flows freely as heaven and earth celebrate the redemption of His precious bride!
Catalyzing Cities of Refuge
The Lord has given many towns, cities and even regions this invitation. Insight is now being released so that we may effectively prepare for future realities. As Jolene so vividly shared yesterday, to build a shelter from the storm.

Again, from a strategic vantage point, the phases of breakthrough we just shared on from Amos 9:11-13 are an absolute roadmap to catalyzing a city of refuge.  In the not-too distant future, multitudes will journey to these regions of refuge, seeking shelter, provision and a new beginning. And in Jesus’ Name, they will find the help they need!
Heeding Noah’s Advice
Jolene writes: If the people in Noah’s time knew the flood was coming they would have done things differently.  Namely they would have looked for the ark; they would have found a place of shelter. We cannot emphasize enough that the Lord is calling us to dwell with Him, and that His dwelling is the only true place of safety. Now is the time to build the tabernacle, and to hide ourselves in the house of prayer.  There is no safer place in this hour.

Psalm 31:20: “You hide them in the secret place of Your presence from the conspiracies of man; You keep them secretly in a shelter from the strife of tongues.”

Psalm 27:4-6: “One thing I have desired of the Lord, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.  To behold the beauty of the Lord.  And to inquire in His temple. For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in his PAVILION; in the secret place of his tabernacle he shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock.  And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in his tabernacle; I will sing, yes I will sing praises to the Lord.”

Lamplighter Ministries mourns the passing of our dear friend and trustee, Rodge Ekenberg. A memorial fund has been set up in his name, on behalf of Sue and her family. We would be so grateful if you would consider a donation as a way of honoring his legacy. Please visit www.cornerstonefellowship.net for more information. 
