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DAY 13: ULTIMATE UNION
They say the unexamined life is not worth living. Here are some tallies of leaders recently under the microscope.

Gov. Sarah Palin… 24,000 pages of emails scrutinized by all the major news outlets. Conclusion: Clearly independent thinker, far more competent at governing than said outlets have credited her. In fact, content of emails convey literal opposite of the way most of the media have portrayed Sarah Palin.
Rep. Anthony Weiner, House of Representatives… six tweets examined. As with King David, initial confrontation provoked a sincere acknowledgement of wrongdoing and plea for forgiveness. 

Former IMF Chief Dominique Strauss-Kahn… still maintains he did nothing wrong after alleged rape at upscale New York hotel. Alleged victim a strong Christian, who told police she was horrified by his advances, and traumatized by his abuse.

Jesus told a parable about two sinners. The first bragged about keeping the law and fasting. The second wept before His Maker, taking ownership of his sin and pleading for forgiveness. Jesus made it clear which one received His grace. Lets keep Rep. Weiner and his wife before God’s Throne as they seek to repair their lives. 

Covenant Conflicts
Throughout this prayer project, we have examined covenant conflicts that bear an incredible influence in our world. We’ve prayed about Israel, Civil War issues, and our Nation’s covenantal foundations.

Today we’re going to look at covenant conflicts between men and women. Nothing in life has the capacity to propel mankind toward the brink of honor or disgrace. They expose our deepest hurts, and in Christ have the capacity for deepest healing. 

And I’m not just referring to the potential of romance. I am also talking about the inevitable friction and controversy that ensues when women break through societal barriers to fulfill their God-given calling. Ah… the examined life!
ULTIMATE UNION BY CHERYL AMABILE
Chuck Pierce recently wrote about a vision of contention in our land. “He then showed me our conflict between the root systems. These conflicts in the next several years would determine what sort of fruit would be brought forth in this nation. He showed me that the conflicts would multiply and intensify. I actually saw orchards of contention” (see Day 4, Chuck Pierce on Dividing the Land).

In light of Chuck Pierce's recent prophetic statements, it’s interesting to note that the ancient struggle between men and women actually began in a garden—the Garden of Eden. This “covenant conflict” began with fruit, and became resolved with a judgment by God on their harvest.
The Original Civil War
They had a choice. When Adam and Eve both ate of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, it brought division between God and man, and division between men and women--for the first time in recorded history. If you may, it was the original "civil war.” 
Until then, there had been no enmity. Adam and Eve walked in union with each other and with God. But after they ate of the tree from which God commanded them not to eat, everything changed. It was as if the framework of their union crumbled, leaving a heap of rubble that the generations have been stumbling over ever since. 
Union and Dominion
Why is there so much warfare surrounding the union between men and women? I believe it's because this union is paramount in manifesting the image of God and in exercising His dominion on the earth. 
Genesis 1 says: "Let Us make man in Our image... male and female He created them." Then it goes on to say, "let them have dominion.”This is the first time "dominion" is ever mentioned in the Bible, and it's rooted in corporate unity. 

Read carefully the actual words from the Lord. He says, “Let US make man in OUR image... male AND female...  and the let THEM have dominion.” Starting with Adam and Eve and climaxing with Jesus' return for His bride, the scriptures portray the design and destiny of the genders in terms of co-rulership. The enemy knows this and has thus made the territory between men and women a key battlefront!
Likened Unto Civil War
In a dream encounter on April 7th, 2008, I was shown something of this conflict between the genders in relation to the Battle of Fort Henry and Henry Ford. After some research later that morning I realized I had this dream on the very anniversary of Henry Ford's death. 
I also found out that the Battle of Fort Henry was a Civil War battle, which resulted in a significant victory for the Union Forces. Interestingly, the name Henry means "ruler of the home". We know that in Genesis 3:16 the Lord pronounced a curse upon the woman, saying: "your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you". 
Distortion of Dominance
The components of this curse seem to describe a dual effect. First, the axis of a woman's desire shifts from that of exercising dominion with her partner to having her partner exercise dominion over her. Second, she gets what she wants, only to find out it's not really what she wants. 
So goes the curse. The good news, of course, is that when Jesus bore this curse on the cross, the yoke was removed from our shoulders. The divine order of a man's headship remains, but the distortion of dominance is removed from the equation. The couple is set free to exercise the deference of humility and the purpose of co-rulership as God intended. In other words, "Henry" is dead, and a united front can be restored.
The Fruit of Union
One night in December of 2010 my husband Paul was traveling home from a trip to Boston when he had a remarkable dream of George Washington. The Lord emphasized fruit in the dream—actually pears. And the pears were pronounced "peers". 
The next night Paul arrived at our home in Kansas City around 2:00 in the morning. When he stepped into our bedroom, something seemed to enter with him, as I immediately went into a series of dreams involving New England, revolution, and union. Amazingly, I too dreamed of George Washington and pears. I understood the pears to be the "fruit of union" as they symbolized PAIRS working together in unity. Also, I was shown that the pronunciation of "peers" was a prophetic statement indicating the leveling of the landscape between the genders. I see this as an application of what was prophesied in Isaiah 40:
Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.
And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together. 
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken (Isaiah 40:4-5).

Ultimate Union
I sense by revelation and from my ongoing personal journey that it will require a revolutionary shift in our thinking and in our relational patters to actually bring about this leveling of the landscape. But what better time for a revolution than in the throes of civil war! 
I see a great grace being given to the Church of America in this hour to declare war on division between the genders and to raise up these ancient ruins. History is hungry for the fruit of union, and men and women are being invited into the fullness of partnership unto a manifestation of God's dominion in America from sea to shining sea. In this season of covenant conflict, lets war for ultimate union!

Our team for the Covenant Conflict prayer project includes Jon and Jolene Hamill, cofounders of Lamp-lighter Ministries, and Jason Hubbard, director of the Light of the World Prayer Center in Bellingham WA.
