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TRAVAIL TO PREVAIL (North Winds of Awakening)

THE NORTH WINDS OF AWAKENING HAVE CERTAINLY BEEN RELEASED as Purim begins today. From Maryland up through Massachusetts and New England, winds in excess of 50 mph are blowing across the land.  Wild that we are receiving the “Root 52 torch of prayer” from Massachusetts today, and beginning our weeklong time of fasting and prayer for Maryland!

Weather patterns this season will often reflect what God is bringing forth in the spirit. I believe that, through the snow, God is prophesying the “Great Return,” a massive harvest now at hand: “For as the rain and snow come down from heaven, and do not RETURN THERE without watering the earth, and making it bear and sprout… so will My word be which goes forth from My mouth…” (Isaiah 55:10-11).

Note also that God “makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire” (Psalm 104:4, Heb. 1:7). I believe that through the winds, the Lord is also now prophesying the release of His Spirit and His angels of awakening. I woke up from a dream this morning with the phrase “travail to prevail” spelled out before my eyes. As you will see later, the breath of God is actually released as we travail to prevail.

Overview of Root 52-MD
So—welcome to the Maryland Root 52 prayer week—what a great day to start! We are calling this the “Awaken the Seed Prayer Project” based on a prophetic perception by Dutch Sheets.  On March 4, 2004, during a 50 state tour with Chuck Pierce, Dutch declared that Maryland’s calling was to “Awaken the Seed and Open the Womb.” Despite resistance, we are entering into a season where God’s covenantal intentions are again being birthed in the land!
For the next 7 days, you will receive daily email postings with prophetic insights and prayer points. We have also scheduled prayer events throughout the state. Please review the itinerary and connect with us! We begin tonight with a service at MIHOP at 7:30 pm, seeking God’s face and sharing key revelation.
Purim: Covenant Seed Prevails
Many in this hour are facing seemingly insurmountable obstacles to their destiny. This was Esther’s challenge while facing the extermination of her people by the Prince of Persia. 
Esther called her people to an unprecedented time of fasting and prayer. In the midst of 3 days of consecration, God overthrew Esther’s enemy and preserved His covenant seed!  
Today, in the very same region where Haman sought to overthrow Esther’s people,  a “Prince of Persia” has again arisen to exterminate the Jewish people. This time Haman has nuclear weapons at hand. 
We are calling you to take these three days of Purim—the first three days of our prayer week--and “travail to prevail.” We are calling you to seek the Lord together until He brings supernatural preservation, recovery and prosperity to your own destiny and family. We are also calling you to fast and pray these three days specifically for Israel and the Jewish people. 
From the Womb of Maryland
You might ask what this has to do with breakthrough in Maryland. Lets remember Dutch’s word that Maryland is called to “awaken the seed and open the womb.” From the womb of Mary, a Jewish Messiah was born whose destiny was to redeem all mankind. And from the womb of Maryland, the Messianic Jewish movement was birthed whose end-time destiny was to awaken God’s covenant seed, reconciling Jews to their Jewish Messiah! 
While in Maryland, the efforts of Asher Intrater, Dan Juster and other Messianic Jewish apostles both birthed and framed much of the Messianic Jewish movement. By this, key revelation of our Jewish roots, of Israel and the end-times has forever impacted all followers of Jesus. 
As Israel faces the greatest threat to her existence, now is our time to stand in prayer for God’s covenant seed to prevail! Remember God’s promise that we will be blessed as we pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Travail to Prevail 
As we noted before, God is calling us to travail to prevail. Isaiah 42 shares that God enters into travail to prevail over His enemies. The Lord will march forth like a warrior… He will raise a war cry… He will utterly prevail against His enemies… Now like a woman in labor I will groan, I will both gasp and pant. I will lay waste the mountains…” (Isaiah 42:13-15).
God is calling us now to enter with Him into His travail. Through this He will wage war to utterly prevail against our adversaries! Note that in His travail, He will gasp and pant—in other words, release His breath—as a means to take out the enemy.
My dream this morning might shed some light on how to enter into His travail. In it, many friends were talking among themselves about how difficult their circumstances had become. I interjected that they might try “praying through” in the Spirit until they received breakthrough. At this the crowd dispersed—with most making fun of my advice!
I then found myself at batting practice during an Orioles game. In the final phase of the dream, I saw large sticks take the form of letters. The letters spelled out the phrase, “Travail to prevail.” I awoke whispering this phrase from my dream.
Entering into Birthing Prayer
What is the Lord saying through this? I believe we can enter into His travail, or birthing prayer, by praying in the Holy Spirit until we have a sense of breakthrough. Sadly, most Christians, even Spirit-filled believers, completely dismiss this as a means to release real change in their lives. In this season, many who do not press through in prayer will miss great windows of opportunity!
Just like a pro ballplayer at batting practice, God wants us to train in the discipline of praying in the Spirit. He wants us to become sensitive to move in the Holy Spirit in prayer. Sometimes in our experience, we’ll simply strike out. Sometimes we’ll connect, but not go too far. But sometimes we’ll hit a home run!
And as shared before, the Lord wants us to travail to prevail. There’s an urgency in the heart of God that we need to begin now. Take this week and practice. Become proficient in your gift—become a pro! Lets seek the Lord together until He is found, and until He brings breakthrough—that your covenant seed may prevail!

Awaken the Seed! Root 52 MD Schedule 
Feb. 26 & 27 Purim Prayer: Covenant Seed Prevails, MIHOP, 7:30 pm-midnight. 
Prayer and prophetic ministry will focus on mobilizing Root 52 for MD, releasing financial breakthrough (Joel 1:13, 2:12-19), and prayer for Israel. Maryland International House of Prayer (MIHOP), 66 Waverley Drive, Frederick MD
Feb. 28	Purim Declaration: Covenant Seed Prevails  (part of morning service, Cornerstone Fellowship, 66 Waverley Drive).
March 1 	Cumberland MD onsite prayer
March 2	La Plata MD prayer service, 1:30 pm (more info to come)
March 3 	Ocean City onsite prayer (Route 50); evening prayer service, Shiloh Ministries, Berlin MD
March 4 	Easton MD prayer gathering; Annapolis onsite prayer
March 4-6 	Baltimore Prayer/ Woodlawn conference w. Stagmers:
“Developing a Culture that will Sustain Revival”
We will be passing the “torch of prayer” to South Carolina.
 
